MINUTES OF PUBLIC PROTECTION SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING - TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER

2023
Present:
Councillor Hunter (in the Chair)
Councillors
S Brookes Humphreys Roe
Cooper Jones

In Attendance:
Sarah Chadwick, Democratic Governance Senior Advisor

Sharon Davies, Senior Licensing Solicitor
Ryan Ratcliffe, Licensing Enforcement Officer

1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest on this occasion.

2 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

The Public Protection Sub-Committee considered excluding the public and press from
agenda item three as that item contained information which was exempt from
publication by virtue of Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government

Act 1972.

It considered that the public interest would not be served by allowing the information to
be held in open session due to the sensitive information about individuals outlined.

Resolved: That under Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act
1972, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda
item three, Private Hire Driver Licence.

3 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 31 OCTOBER 2023

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 31 October 2023 be approved and
signed by the Chair as a correct record.

4 PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER'S LICENCE

The Sub-Committee considered the case of R.G.K., an existing Private Hire Driver who had
been convicted of offences since first being licensed in June 2023.

Mr Ryan Ratcliffe, Licensing Enforcement Officer, presented the case and explained that
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the Licensing Service had recently been notified by R.G.K. that they had been convicted of
offences of fraud by misrepresentation relating to incidents which had taken place
between February and May 2016 following a Trading Standards investigation. R.G.K. had
not advised the Licensing Service of the pending convictions when originally making their
application to be licensed on 30 May 2023 and it was unclear from the information
received whether R.G.K. had been aware of the pending court proceedings at that time.

The offences were contrary to section 6 of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire
Convictions Policy in regards to dishonesty and members’ attention was further drawn to
section 6.3 of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy which required
applicants to disclose convictions and cautions as part of the application process. Mr
Ratcliffe therefore requested that the Sub-Committee gave careful consideration as to
whether it wished to depart from the policy and allow R.G.K. to remain licensed.

R.G.K. appeared before the Sub-Committee and explained that the offences had taken
place whilst working as a sales agent during which they were ordered to follow a script or
face the risk of disciplinary action or dismissal. The threat of dismissal and the financial
pressure to support a young family had meant that they had complied with the
company’s orders and R.G.K. advised that they had initially been unaware that the sales
practices could be classed as mis-selling, however once Trading Standards begun their
investigation they had left the company.

R.G.K. acknowledged the severity of the company’s fraud and explained that they had
pled guilty at the earliest opportunity. They accepted that the convictions were contrary
to the convictions policy in relation to dishonesty offences but asked that the Sub-
Committee considered that the offences had been committed when they were young and
naive and that they had not been convicted of any other offences since.

Mrs Sharon Davies, Legal Advisor, drew the Sub-Committee’s attention to a local press
article which stated that R.G.K. had first appeared at Blackpool Magistrates Court in
August 2022 charged with fraud following which they were bailed to appear at a higher
court. Members therefore asked R.G.K why the ongoing proceedings had not been
declared on their original licence application in May 2023 which had stated that there
were currently no pending matters for which they were being investigated. In response,
R.G.K. explained that their solicitor had advised that the case had been unlikely to
proceed at that point and it was therefore not necessary to declare it on the licence
application. Additionally, an offence of battery in 2014 had not been declared as R.G.K.
had been unaware that cautions had to be disclosed as part of the application process.

The Sub-Committee carefully considered all the information presented by both parties.
Some empathy was expressed towards R.G.K.’s situation however there were concerns in
relation to the serious nature of the convictions and the lack of disclosure regarding the
ongoing proceedings at the time of application. Following discussion, members agreed to
depart from the policy and allow R.G.K. to remain licensed but that a severe warning
letter was issued that in the event of any future concerns the licence may be suspended
or revoked.
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Resolved: That a severe warning letter be issued that in the event of any future
misconduct R.G.K.’s licence may be suspended or revoked.

5 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 16 January 2024.

Chairman

(The meeting ended 6.41 pm)

Any queries regarding these minutes, please contact:
Sarah Chadwick Democratic Governance Senior Adviser
Tel: (01253) 477153

E-mail: sarah.chadwick@blackpool.gov.uk



